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Far away from Earth, on the other side of  
our galaxy, there is a planet called Zeee. 

Zoey, Zara, and Zach live on Planet Zeee  
and take care of their only tree, which used to  

grow money, but now grows giant leaves. 

The Zeee children use these 
leaves for food, warmth, and 

sometimes as parachutes 
when they float down to Earth 

with their flying longboards  
to visit their friends.
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It’s summertime on Earth and James, Jake,  
and Emma are biking. James says, “Guys,  

I got a new CosmoPhone 10 for my birthday!”

“No way!” Emma says, “I just have an old phone.” 

Jake laughs, “I am getting a CosmoPhone 10, too.  
I helped my dad clean our garage!”

James and Jake high five each other 
and ride on, leaving Emma behind.

Just then, Zach, Zara, and Zoey float 
down from the sky with their giant leaf 

parachutes and they travel to town.
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“We are excited to play with you today,” says Zoey.

Emma doesn’t say anything back.

“What’s wrong?” Zara asks.

“What’s wrong?” Zach repeats.

“Nothing!” Emma says with frustration.

The Zeee kids wonder why 
Emma is in a bad mood.

“Emma!” Zara calls. “How can 
we cheer you up?”

“Want to go for a unicorn 
ride with me?” Zoey asks.

Emma stomps her foot.

“No! Just help me get a 
CosmoPhone 10!”
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“But we will help you,” Zoey adds.  
“How do you get a Cosmo whatchamcallit?”

“I’ll get a job and earn money to buy my own  
CosmoPhone 10!” Emma says.

“A job? What’s that?” Zara asks.

“It’s when you work for someone and they pay you, sometimes in 
cash, sometimes with a check, sometimes with things. Like when 
Jake earned his CosmoPhone 10 by doing chores for his dad.”
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“What’s a . . . who?”

“I just have an old phone. See?” says Emma.

“Can it make you disappear?” Zoey asks.

“. . . or fly?” Zach asks.

“No!” Emma replies. “I use it to talk to my  
friends, play games, and take pictures.”

“That’s funny,” Zach says. 
“We talk to each other all of the time.”
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The next day, the Zeee kids meet James,  
Jake, and Emma while they are riding bikes.

“Hey everyone, look at my CosmoPhone 10,” Jake says.

“Does it do magic tricks?” Zach asks.

“It does all sorts of cool things, including talking to my friends.”

“But aren’t you talking to us now?” Zara asks.
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While walking to the park,  
Zoey smiles and says, “Well,  
my job is to water our tree.”

“And my job is to feed it tree 
food!” Zara adds.

“And my job is to make sure our 
tree gets hugs!” Zach says.

“Well,” Emma says, “I want a job 
so I can buy that phone!”
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“I miss Emma,” Jake says. 

“I know,” James agrees. “I miss her, too.  
But she wants that CosmoPhone 10,  

so all she does is work!”
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“Well . . .” James says. “I guess we don’t need it when 
you’re here. But when you are far away, we can call!”

“Like when we are floating up here?” Zach asks.

James and Jake laugh. Emma rides off saying, “I’ll see  
you guys later—I have to go to work now.”
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“Interest! Well, I’m interested in an ice cream cone. 
Come on. You need a treat. That will help YOU grow faster!”

“Interest is what the bank pays when you put your money 
there, so they can use it to loan money to other people,” 

Emma explains. “No treats until I have my new 
CosmoPhone 10.” Emma leaves to do more work.
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Later, Jake sees Emma after she’s done her morning chores.

“Hey Emma!” he calls to her. “Have you  
earned enough money yet?”

“Not yet. I’ve got less than half of what I need.  
I’m putting it in a savings account at the bank today  

to earn some interest. That will help my money  
grow faster. Then I’ll have time to have fun.”
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“Is she working just because she wants a  
Cosmodoodle whatever?” Zara asks. 

“Yes,” James says. “We shouldn’t have bragged about ours.” 

“We were not very nice,” Jake says. 

“Well,” Zara says, “maybe it’s time you apologized.”
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“I miss Emma,” Zara says. 

“I miss Emma, too,” Zach agrees. “I really miss—”

“We know,” James and Jake reply at the same time.  
“She’s our best friend. But now she wants to work,  

so she doesn’t have time to play with us!”
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Emma notices that Zara looks sad. “What’s wrong?” she asks.

“It’s just that you’re working so much you stopped playing  
with us. It’s almost time to go home for Zeeefest.”

“But I need to do this!”

“Why?” Zach asks.

 “I guess because I want what James and Jake have.”

“So you don’t need the CosmoPhone 10,”  
Zara says. “You want it.”
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The kids all find Emma selling lemonade.

“Emma,” Jake says. “We are sorry we made you feel bad.”

“Yes,” James says. “Please come play with us again!”

Emma shakes her head. “Not yet! My parents will help me buy  
a new phone if i work hard and save at least half of the money.”
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“Well,” Emma says, “maybe there are people  
here on Earth who need my help. Maybe what  

I need and what I want are different.”

Emma stares at her jar of money. “Maybe I don’t  
need a CosmoPhone 10, but I do need my friends.

Not everything fun costs money.”
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Zoey and Zach float with their parachute leaves.“We need our 
tree to make us leaves. That’s why we work to take care of it.”

Zara points to James and Jake. “And we need our friends.”

“Remember when our tree was dying,and you  
helped us save it?” Zoey asks.

“You were happy to help us because you’re our friends!”
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The kids all eat their favorite ice creams—chocolate  
banana kumquat caramel with rainbow sprinkles and  

boysenberry jam for Jake; cherry jubilee dipped in  
butterscotch with bacon bits for James.

The Zeee kids and Emma all have vanilla.  

While they all eat their cones, Emma says, “Having  
friends is way better than having things.”

“Yeah,” Jake exclaims. “Except for ice cream!”
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The next day, Emma tells her friends, “I decided to  
donate some of the money to a homeless shelter.”

“And I keep the rest in a bank account 
that I opened with my parents.”

“But what about the Cosmo thingy?” Zach asks.

“My mom explained to me that it’s important to work hard  
for the things I want. But she also wants me to save,  

give back, and have fun with my friends,” Emma replies.

“But we can still have ice cream,” Emma says, “My treat!”
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